The Hard Sayings of Jesus #1

                                 "Don't Fight Back"

                                     Matthew 5:38-42  (just reference here)

I.  Introduction

             Scripture here

II. Natural -----Instincts----

  A.  We get defensive or start making excuses

  B.  We watch out for ourselves and get the best deal we can.

III.  Interpretation

  A. Jesus started by quoting the Old Testament law.  (v. 38)

  B.  Jesus was talking about personal behavior.  (v. 39a)

  C.  Jesus meant evil people. (v. 39b)

  D.  Physical assault  (v. 39c)

  E.  Personal property   (v. 40)

  F.  Unfair labor  (v. 41)

  G.  Risky Giving and Lending  (v. 42)

  H. Always principle

IV.  What is Jesus Saying?

  A.  The central teaching is that we are not to resist an evil person.

  B.  The principle is that we are to respond to evil with good.

  C.  Jesus is not condoning or encouraging injustice but is calling

His followers to be kind.

  D.  Jesus is our example   1 Peter 2:21-23

     Matthew 5:38-42

V.  Conclusion

